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SSA – Detroit Office

PO Box 345

Detroit, MI 48231-9806

Re:
Ngoc Thi Nguyen
Case Number: 3795053
DOB:
12-12-1968
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Ms. Nguyen comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by a professional translator who helps translate between English and Vietnamese. Apparently, Ngoc has macular degeneration and has experienced a loss of vision for several years. She states that she had cataract surgery when she was living in Canada in 1996. Also, she states that she had a procedure in both eyes for her eye pressures at the Michigan Eye Institute. Additionally, she states that she had a macular hole surgery on the left side by Dr. Cutler. She does not use eye drops. She states that she wore very thick glasses when she was younger and before her cataract surgery. She states that the most significant loss of vision started in her left eye approximately four years ago. It was painless and gradual. Now, she states that she has a loss of vision on the right side also for approximately one year. She has a history of working as a homemaker having four children that she raised. She states that she cannot perform her visual activities because of the loss of vision. This includes reading small and moderate size print as well as distinguishing between small objects.
On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is 20/200 on the right and 20/100 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of +0.25 –0.75 x 056 on the right and +1.25 –1.75 x 110 on the left. The near acuity with an ADD of +3.75 measures 20/200 on each side at 14 inches. The pupils are round and reactive. The muscle balance shows a left-sided esophoria. The muscle movements are full. Applanation pressures are 14 on the right and 15 on the left. The slit lamp examination shows bilateral posterior chamber lens implants in good position. The implants are clear. The anterior chambers are deep and quiet. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows bilateral peripapillary atrophy with significant macular atrophy on both sides. There is pigment clumping on both sides. There is a thick fibrotic membrane on the right side in the posterior vitreous. The vitreous is clear on the left side. The eyelids show 3+ chalasis.
Goldmann visual field testing utilizing a III4e stimulus with correction shows 10 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 5 degrees of horizontal field on the left. Clinically, the fields are constricted on both sides.
Assessment:
1. Macular degeneration.
2. Pseudophakia.
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Based upon today’s findings, one would expect Ms. Nguyen to have difficulties performing the visual tasks required in the work environment. She cannot read small nor moderate size print and she cannot distinguish between small objects. As well, she may have some difficulties avoiding hazards in her environment. These findings can be explained by her examination. Most likely, the macular degeneration is of the myopic type. Her prognosis is poor.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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